Karamoja Update and Prayer Requests – June 2009
Diocesan Training Centre, Lotome: On Monday 1st June 209, Rev Michael & Rev Jane Chorey will start their new roles as Principals of the DTC. They will take over from Simon Aisu Akol who has held the post for several years. Please pray for Michael and Jane as they start their new roles.
Rain: Last year the crops failed and many parts of Karamoja experienced famine. This year there has been a little rain but not yet enough to grow crops. People have planted into dry soil anyway in desperation and in the hope that more rain may come. If it does not then last year’s famine will be compounded by a second successive crop failure. When food is scarce, violence tends to increase. Please pray that God will provide for His people in Karamoja. Pray that the agencies already at work in the region are willing and able to reach those already in need and that the situation would improve.
Diocesan 80 Year Celebration: This year it will have been 80 years since missionaries first brought the gospel to Karamoja. Both dioceses want to celebrate and have asked for prayer about logistics and resouces to make this happen.
Diocesan Office Block: The office block for Karamoja Diocese (South) has received further funding from the local authority. It will now be completed and there are plans for it to be opened by Archbishop Henri Orombi in November. Please pray that the office block may be properly completed so that it may be of real benefit to God’s work in Karamoja.
Simon Aisu Akol: Since February 2009 Simon has been working as both DTC Principal and Diocesan Secretary for the Diocese of Karamoja (South). When Michael and Jane take over at the DTC on 1st June, Simon will be able to work full time as Diocesan Secretary. Please pray for Simon, as he gets to grips with the challenges of this role. Communication between the two dioceses (as well as with other parts of the world) is not always easy as the email link can be unreliable. Simon is also very aware that the diocesan vehicle used by himself and Bishop Joseph Abura has not been serviced for some time. If this is not addressed then when it does finally go wrong it could be much more costly to repair. The vehicle is important for all kinds of work throughout the diocese.
On a personal note, Simon’s 3 eldest sons are each taking exams (one A-levels, one O-levels and one primary leaving exams), making for a somewhat tense household! Please pray for his whole family, especially his wife, Anna, as she does her best to tend their garden to grow food in addition to holding everything else together.
Conference: There are plans for an inter-diocese conference to be held in Jinja (between Karamoja and Kampala) in October 2009. The conference will aim to build up communication, understanding and awareness of the various projects and support efforts between Alton Deanery and the two dioceses in Karamoja. It will also be a vital opportunity for people involved in the various aspects of the link to come together away from the day-to-day issues and set aside time to discern God’s will for each Diocese and for the link. Please pray for all the planning and especially for the conference itself as all aspects of the link face a number of challenges at the moment. Prayer is really needed for the “big-picture” strategic issues as well as the day-to-day problems that need to be overcome in order to be effective.
Visits: A team from the Church of the Good Shepherd is planning to go out to be present at the October conference. Please pray for all those going and those supporting them. Pray that they may be effective in supporting the aims of the conference. In addition, it is hoped that Bishop James Nasak (North) and Bishop Joseph Abura (South) will be able to visit the UK in November 2009 and February / March 2010 respectively. Please pray for all the planning involved and that the visits will increase the communication in all directions and strengthen our link.
Karamoja Supper: This is planned for 1st week in November to coincide with the planned visit by Bishop James. Please pray for wisdom and guidance in the planning of this event.
For monthly updates please email prayer@karamoja.info or visit www.karamoja.info.
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