Karamoja Update and Prayer Requests – August 2009
Rain: There has still been no rain and it looks as if the crops will fail yet again. The Ugandan Government and several aid agencies have made efforts to help by distributing large quantities of seed and grain to people in Karamoja for planting. Individuals have also spent their own money and resources buying seed, but the crops are not growing because of the lack of rain. Those who have jobs are able to buy a little food but many people have only what they can produce in their gardens or plots of land. Mark Angella, vicar of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Lotome, tells us that the drought situation has given rise to increased violence in the region. Lives and property have been lost. Please pray that God may be found somewhere in this desperate situation.
For more information on how climate change is affecting Karamoja, see http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8133870.stm and http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Climate_change_fuels_conflicts_in_Karamoja_87678.shtml
Diocesan Training Center, Lotome: The students have all now graduated. Please pray for them as they go back to support their parishes. Pray also for the next intake of students and Rev Simon Aisu examined attended the ceremony and amson Akol, a student from Church of the Good Shepherd, Lotome (and supported by Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks) has taken and passed acceptance exams to study at Uganda Christian University, Mukono. 
80-year Celebrations: The Archbishop will be joining Karamoja (South) Diocese for a Week of Mission as part of the events to celebrate 80 years since missionaries brought the Good News to Karamoja. Please continue to pray for the plans, logistics and resources surrounding these events.
Jinja Conference: Please continue to pray for the inter-diocese link conference planned for 13th – 15th October and for the team that will be going from the Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks to be there. During this time of drought and difficulty it is even more important for there to be good communication and understanding throughout all aspects of the link.
Visits: Bishop James Nasak (North Karamoja) will be visiting the UK between Monday 14th September and Sunday 11th October. It is also planned that Bishop Joseph Abura (South Karamoja) will visit the UK in February / March 2010. Please pray for all the planning involved and that the visits will increase the communication in all directions and strengthen our link.
Karamoja Supper: This is now confirmed as 7pm for 7:30pm on Friday 9th October at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks. The evening will be a bring-and-share meal and Bishop James Nasak (North Karamoja) will be joining us. Please pray for wisdom and guidance in the planning of this event.
For monthly updates please email prayer@karamoja.info or visit www.karamoja.info.

