Karamoja Update and Prayer Requests – September 2009
Visits: Thank God for the safe arrival of Bishop James Nasak (North Karamoja) and his wife Rose on Monday 14th September. The issues with their papers were all resolved just in time. Please pray for their physical, mental and spiritual health as they adjust to the many differences of life in the UK. Please pray that God will bless all the relationships they form and that the trip will run smoothly.
Karamoja Supper: This will be held on Friday 9th October at 7pm for 7:30pm at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks. The evening will be a bring-and-share meal and Bishop James Nasak and his wife Rose will be joining us. Please see your local church representative for tickets, which are required for entry but free of charge. Please pray for wisdom and guidance in the planning of this event.
80-year Celebrations: The Archbishop will be joining Karamoja (South) Diocese for a Week of Mission as part of the events to celebrate 80 years since missionaries brought the Good News to Karamoja. Please continue to pray for the plans, logistics and resources surrounding these events. In our society church is often seen as an optional lifestyle choice but for those in Karamoja the Gospel is seen as a vital way to bring peace and stability to the region. These celebrations may seem odd to us in a time of famine but they mean a great deal to the Karamojong and we need to support them in this.
Famine: The humanitarian situation in Karamoja is now very grave. Most people have planted the few seeds they had left to eat and the crops have failed again. Most are now reliant on food aid from relif agencies and the food shortages have increased the insecurity within the region. The young, the old and those who are pregnant are the hardest hit. Please pray for the safety of the relief workers so that they may continue to operate in the area. Please pray for the pastors to whom most of the community will turn to for help. Please continue to pray for justice and that the world community will not forget the Karamojong’s plight. 
Communication: Praise God that at last the South diocese of Karamoja has internet access. Please pray for Bishop Joseph Abura and Rev. Simon Aisu (South Karamoja) as they answer all the correspondence that has built up. Please pray for continued access so that Karamoja (South) Diocese is able to communicate freely. 
Diocesan Training Center, Lotome: The father of one of the recent DTC students, Ayenget Samson, has died. Samson is now serving as a lay reader at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Lotome. Please pray for Samson and his family – that God will be with them in their grief. Pray also for the future of the training centre as the funding situation for the next set of students is not yet clear. 
Jinja Conference: Please continue to pray for the inter-diocese link conference planned for 13th – 15th October and for the team that will be going from the Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks to be there. During this time of drought and difficulty it is even more important for there to be good communication and understanding throughout all aspects of the link. 
Reports: We have received reports from Bishop James Nasak and Ven. Rev. David Pedo (Education Secretary), both from North Karamoja Diocese. These are available to view online at www.karamoja.info/reports/2009/north/BishopsReport2009Q1Q2.pdf and www.karamoja.info/reports/2009/north/YouthAndMission2009-07.doc.
For monthly updates please email prayer@karamoja.info or visit www.karamoja.info.

