Karamoja Update and Prayer Requests – October 2009
Visits: Bishop James Nasak and his wife Rose flew back to Uganda on 11th October as planned. Steve Boardman, Janet Foster and Robert Vann from Church of the Good Shepherd, Four Marks, flew out with them and are currently attending the link conference in Jinja. Praise God for the many good things surrounding James and Rose’s visit to the UK. They had trouble getting the visas required to travel to the UK due to riots and unrest in Kampala but thankfully the visas were obtained just in time. James and Rose visited each parish in the Alton Deanery, and also visited people from St Andrews, Scotland, Leicester, Cheam and Weymouth. James and Rose have made many contacts, links and friends during their visit and the many channels of communication and understanding within our link have been strengthened as a result. Please pray for Rev. Joseph Abura's visit which is planned for March 2010.
Karamoja Supper: Please thank God that the supper was well attended and ran smoothly. Bishop James spoke about our link and expressed his thanks for the love and care that is made possible through it.
Jinja Conference: Please continue to pray for the inter-diocese link conference that is currently underway. During this time of drought and difficulty it is even more important for there to be good communication and understanding throughout all aspects of the link.
Famine: Bishop James was able to give us some more details of the famine. There is still a little food left in some of the towns but out in the villages the food has completely run out. Those children whose parents can afford to send them to school are being fed by the World Food Programme, but children from many families are left to walk long distances to other towns in the hope of finding food. Many do not make it back home. Some food aid is getting through but it is patchy and unreliable. People are turning to the clergy for help but they are in the same situation as everyone else. Please continue to pray for this difficult situation. 

Diocesan Training Center, Lotome:  Zachry, One of the students who recently graduated from the DTC has returned to his tribe (the Ik) in the north. The Ik are a small tribe who live on a mountain. Unlike many Karamojong, they don’t keep cattle and Oxfam recently enabled them to produce honey to use and sell. The student was received warmly back into the tribe and has already prepared 60 people for baptism. Please pray that these people would continue in their journey of faith and help to spread the Good News amongst their people and beyond. 

Clergy: The area covered by the diocese of North Karamoja has approx. 600,000 people and 50,000 Christians but only 20 ordained clergy. Of these, only 5 are fully trained and 7 will be retiring within the next 5 years. Transport is difficult and the diocese is also lacking a Diocesan Secretary. Bishop James thanks God that the church is full of young, vibrant people but would value our prayers for people to lead the church and the means for them to travel to do their work.
Insecurity: Bishop James is thankful that the unrest from last year has all but died down now. The Lord’s Resistance Army has been pushed back to the west and although they are still operating in the Democratic Republic of Congo they have not caused problems in Karamoja for some time. Also, the Ugandan Government’s disarmament programme has been more successful in some areas than others but overall, the security situation has become better.
80-year Celebrations: Please continue to pray for this event in the Karamoja (South) Diocese. As mentioned previously, for those in Karamoja the Gospel is seen as a vital way to bring peace and stability to the region. These celebrations may seem odd to us in a time of famine but they mean a great deal to the Karamojong and we need to support them in this.
Reports: We have received reports from Bishop James Nasak and Ven. Rev. David Pedo (Education Secretary), both from North Karamoja Diocese. These are available to view online at www.karamoja.info/reports/2009/north/BishopsReport2009Q1Q2.pdf and www.karamoja.info/reports/2009/north/YouthAndMission2009-07.doc.
For monthly updates please email prayer@karamoja.info or visit www.karamoja.info.
